SHARKS

DIVE INTO THE AMAZING WORLD OF SHARKS AT THE
PHILLIP AND PATRICIA FROST MUSEUM OF SCIENCE THIS FALL

SHARKS MAKES AN OPENING SPLASH ON SATURDAY, OCTBER 14, 2023

MIAMI, FL — AUGUST 7, 2023 — Sharks is a new blockbuster exhibition making its North American premiere at the
Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science in Downtown Miami on Saturday, October 14, 2023. The bilingual
exhibition, created by the Australian Museum, invites people of all ages into the underwater world of these amazing
animals to explore their genetic diversity, territories, interactions, and significance to ocean ecosystems.

Highlighting the very latest science and with deep cultural overlays, Sharks explores the diversity of these ancient fishes.
Often misunderstood and misrepresented, sharks are awe-inspiring and fear inducing creatures of the sea that have
been around for 450 million years. As guests navigate the exhibition, they’ll encounter ten life-sized scientifically
accurate models, including the now extinct 270-million-year-old Helicoprion (also known as the buzzsaw shark); the Bull
shark, which lives in fresh water for extended periods of time; and the Great White Shark, one of the most famous
(and feared) species of shark.

A specially designed ‘oceanarium’ showcasing the majesty and power of sharks swimming through the ocean will create
a dramatic immersive experience while other interactive displays allow you to navigate through a shark body via a 3-
D interactive scan, adapt a shark to evolve and survive in different environments, and see the world in 360-degrees
through the eyes of a Hammerhead shark. The exhibition also features tactile displays and artifacts, including a
Megalodon jaw, shark skin recreations, a Great White jawbone and Tiger Shark teeth.

The museum has partnered with shark experts from Florida International University’s Center for Coastal Oceans
Research to highlight the incredible sharks found locally in Florida. The state is home to a diverse shark population that
includes species ranging in size from only a few feet to more than 40 feet in length. Frost Science’s own neighborhood
waterway, Biscayne Bay, has been identified as a “nursery” for the endangered Hammerhead Shark.

According to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), a quarter of the world’s sharks are threatened
with extinction primarily due to climate change, industrial fishing and pollution damaging our oceans. It is estimated
100 million sharks are killed annually by the world’s fisheries. The exhibition presents the very latest information on
conservation, sharks’ impact on oceans, and efforts to protect sharks, including those in Florida. Shark safety is also
highlighted, enabling visitors to make informed choices.

"Sharks are charismatic and largely misunderstood animals. As the top predator in most marine ecosystems, sharks
maintain balance within each of the communities they inhabit and yet, because of us their existence is under threat,”
says Steven L. Bailey, vice president of biological programs at Frost Science. “We hope that through this exhibition and
by observing and learning about the sharks in our Aquarium, guests will leave with a deeper understanding and
appreciation for the important role they play

in ocean health. Our actions and attitudes toward sharks are critical to their survival, and perhaps indirectly, our own.”

Sharks will be on view from Saturday, October 14, 2023, through Sunday, April 21, 2024, inside the Hsiao Family
Special Exhibition Gallery on the first floor of the museum. Admission to Sharks is included with all museum admission
tickets. For more information on the exhibition, please visit frostscience.org/sharks.

Follow Frost Science on Facebook, Twitter, TikTok and Instagram @frostscience.
HitH

About the Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science

Located in Downtown Miami’s Maurice A. Ferré Park, the Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science is a leading-
edge science museum dedicated to sharing the power of science, sparking wonder and investigation, and fueling
innovation for the future. Sitting on four acres, the 250,000-square-foot museum is divided into four distinct
buildings: the Frost Planetarium, Aquarium, and the North and West Wings. At Frost Science, visitors can explore


https://www.frostscience.org/
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the world of science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) in an experiential
setting with interactive exhibitions and unique shows. The Phillip and Patricia Frost Museum of Science is supported
by the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council, the Miami-Dade County
Mayor and Board of County Commissioners of Miami-Dade County. This project is supported by the Building Better
Communities Bond Program and the City of Miami. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State,
Division of Arts and Culture, the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and the National Endowment for the Arts. The
museum is accredited by the American Alliance of Museumes, is an affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution and a
member of the Association of Science and Technology Centers. Learn more at frostscience.org.

About the Australian Museum

The Australian Museum (AM) was founded in 1827 and is Australia’s first museum. It is internationally recognized as a
natural science and culture institution focused on Australia and the Pacific. The AM’s mission is to ignite wonder, inspire
debate and drive change. The AM’s vision is to be a leading voice for the richness of life, the Earth and culture in
Australia and the Pacific. The AM commits to transforming the conversation around climate change, the environment
and wildlife conservation; to being a strong advocate for First Nations cultures; and to continuing to develop world-
leading science, collections, exhibitions and education programs. With 22 million objects and specimens and the
Australian Museum Research Institute (AMRI), the AM is not only a dynamic source of reliable scientific information on
some

of the most pressing environmental and social challenges facing our region, but also an important site of cultural
exchange and learning.
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